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st prominent being fishing. When the roots and
ns are mashed up in the waters of some creek,
small river, the fish become stupefied and float
plessly down on the surface of the water to be
ight in prepared traps made of wild cane,
ough this poison is fatal to fish, insects, and
ler lower forms of life, it does not seem to have
7 effect on human beings when consumed in the
atively weak dilution in which it is found in
i poisoned fish.
Ecuador, in general, is a country rich in natural
sources, the majority of which have as yet been
t little developed. Only near the coast and along
5 railways, highways, and civilised tablelands
,ve these been exploited. Ecuador is a land of
tonishing beauty and one with a fascinating his-
ry. With its great variety of immense jungle,
tensive rivers, lofty mountains, volcanoes,
taracts, quaint old-world cities, and high,
cturesque tablelands, it offers a variety of scenery
id interesting contrasts that are seldom seen else-
here.
Within its limits can be found almost any desired
imate known to the world. Along the coast and
L the far Oriente it is hot and tropical. In the high-
inds or tablelands, however, the climate is that of
perpetual springtime; while still higher one may
sach a frigid climate of everlasting snow and ice-
There are vast areas of rich farm and grazing